NEWS RELEASE
Oct. 4, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Brush, Dip, Pour exhibit opens Oct. 5
"Brush, Dip, Pour," an exhibition of ceramic works incorporating slip on the surface,
opens Wednesday, Oct. 5 and runs through Friday, Oct. 28, at the Golding-Yang Art
Gallery in the Claypool-Young Art Building.
A reception is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 10, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the gallery. The exhibit
is juried by artist Minsoo Yuh, a ceramics artist born and raised in Seoul, South Korea
and currently residing in Athens, Georgia.
Yuh will hold artist demonstrations on Oct. 26 and 27 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in ClaypoolYoung, room 104. She will also hold a lecture Oct. 26 at 5 p.m. in room 111 of the art
building, followed by a closing reception for the exhibit in the gallery.
For more information about the exhibit, contact the Department of Art and Design at
arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.

Photo Credit: Minsoo Yuh
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NEWS RELEASE
Oct. 4, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU ranks Best for Vets in 2022
Morehead State University prides itself on supporting veterans and military students
while offering what they need to be successful – and MSU consistently receives national
recognition for these efforts.
Once again, MSU is recognized among the country's best four-year colleges for
veterans in Military Times' Best for Vets: Colleges 2022.
Military Times Best for Vets: Colleges ranking is a top resource for veterans to help with
their education decisions. This year's rankings now include an individual web page for
each school. It provides detailed information about their program that will help veterans
make essential decisions about their career planning and how to use the education
benefits they earned through military service.
To view the full rankings, visit colleges.militarytimes.com.
Military Times' annual Best for Vets survey asks colleges and universities to disclose
academic outcomes and input data, describe many aspects of veteran culture on
campus and meticulously document a wide array of services, particular policies,
accommodations and financial incentives offered to students with military ties. Military
Times also factors in data from the Veterans Affairs and Defense departments and
three Education Department sources: the IPEDS Data Center, College Scorecard data,
and the Cohort Default Rate Database.
Other military publications and organizations like GI Jobs magazine, Military Advanced
Education journal, the Military Times, the U.S. News & World Report and Veterans
National Honor Society have recognized MSU as a military/veteran-friendly university.
MSU's Lt. Col. Alan R. Baldwin Veterans Resource Center builds on the University's
continued efforts to provide MSU's military and veteran students with the service,

support and assistance they have earned. The center aims to eliminate obstacles and
ensure that our veterans' transition to college with greater ease.
Other ways MSU assists our military and veteran students include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Application fee waived
Priority registration
Credit for military training and service
No academic penalty upon documented deployment
Participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program
Student Veteran Association

For a complete listing of military-related services, including enrollment, support services
and benefits information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/veterans.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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MSU announces 2022 Alumni Award Winners
During MSU's 2022 Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 20-22, the MSU Alumni Association
will honor its inductees for the 2022 Alumni Hall of Fame, the 2022 recipient of the
Founders Award for University Service and the honorees for the Rising Eagle, Eagle
Spirit and Notable Alumni awards.
“We are so excited about this year's class of honorees," says Allison Caudill, executive
director of alumni relations and development. "We know that MSU has produced some
outstanding graduates and it's always one of the highlights of Homecoming to get to
celebrate these deserving individuals through these award recognitions."
MSU invites alumni and friends to attend the Homecoming Alumni Awards Presentation
at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21, in Button Auditorium. The event is free and open to the public.
A review of this year's award recipients is below.
FOUNDER'S AWARD FOR UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Established by the MSU Board of Regents in 1978, the Founders Award for University
Service recognizes individuals who have given superior service to Morehead State
University throughout their time as a University employee or volunteer.
MADONNA WEATHERS (CLASS OF 1971, 1972, 1982)
Madonna Weathers of Morehead came to MSU as a student and the community quickly
became her home. Upon her graduation in 1971, she began working as a graduate
assistant in the office of student housing and promptly advanced to the associate
director of student housing. She spent 13 years in this position before transitioning from
the director of residence education to the director of student support services and then
the director of student development. In 2002, Weathers assumed the role of Vice
President for Student Life. In this position, she oversaw the dean of students, student
organizations, intercollegiate athletics, multicultural student services, public safety,

student counseling, housing, wellness and financial aid. She also served multiple terms
on MSU's Staff Congress, was co-chair of the University's Campus Giving Campaign in
1999 and 2000 and served on the MSU's SACS Self Study Steering Committee from
1998 to 2000 and on multiple SACS accreditation visiting teams.
Weathers was a member of the National Association of Student Personnel
Administrators, the Southern Association for College Student Affairs, the American
College Health Association, Mid-America College Health Association and the Kentucky
College Health Association. Weathers retired from MSU in 2016 after serving the
University for 44 years. She remains actively involved with MSU as a proud and loyal
Eagle during retirement.
ALUMNI HALL OF FAME
The Alumni Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who have achieved excellence in their
profession, community service, or education at the local, state, or national level. Alumni
must have graduated from Morehead State University 10 years prior.
COLONEL JAMES BAILEY (CLASS OF 1971, 1972)
Colonel Jim Bailey of Lexington is a retired colonel from the United States Air Force
(USAF). He graduated from MSU in 1971 before completing a master's degree the
following year. During his time in the Air Force, he served as a master navigator,
electronic warfare officer and accomplished commander in airborne and satellite
surveillance. Multiple awards for superior and meritorious service highlighted his USAF
career, including the National Reconnaissance Office Gold Medal of Distinguished
Performance as Commander, Satellite Operations Group.
BRETT WRIGHT (CLASS OF 1975, 1976)
Brett Wright of Clemson, South Carolina, is dean emeritus of the College of Behavioral,
Social and Health Sciences at Clemons University. He graduated from MSU in 1975,
completing a master's degree the following year. Wright entered active duty with the
U.S. Army in 1976 as a 2nd Lieutenant after being commissioned through MSU's Army
ROTC. During this time, he served as an armor officer and air cavalry pilot for almost 12
years. Following active duty, Wright earned a Ph.D. from Texas A&M University in 1985.
He has dedicated nearly four decades to academia, conducting and publishing research
in parks and wildlife. He has been with Clemson University since 2002. His work has
allowed him to create and become the founding director of Tigers United University
Consortium. This four-university consortium is dedicated to saving the remaining
populations of wild tigers.
NOTABLE ALUMNI
Notable Alumni recognition honors individuals who have demonstrated success in their
career fields and/or are making a difference in their communities or profession.
ALLEN BALOGH (CLASS OF 1971)

Allen Balogh of Ormond Beach, Florida, is an award-winning historical-fiction novelist,
past vice president of Bizjet Inc of Palm Beach, a Learjet company, and retired
educator. Balogh has authored multiple novels on the age of piracy and was a 2021
inductee into the International Pirate Hall of Fame. He is a popular lecturer and historian
on the Golden Age of Piracy, inspired by exploring the ships of the 1715 Spanish Fleet
off the east coast of Florida. The Florida Writers Association awarded his novel, "Goat
with the Glass Eye," the Bronze Historical-Fiction Award and his other books, sold via
national outlets, have been reviewed by such renowned authors as James Patterson.
AARONDA WELLS (CLASS OF 1993)
Aaronda Derossett Wells, M.D. of Stanville is a board-certified pediatrician in Pikeville.
Wells has cared for Eastern Kentucky's children for over 20 years in her physician
practice and as the senior pediatrician at Judy's Place for Kids Child Advocacy Center.
For 20 years, she has served as an associate professor of pediatrics at the Kentucky
College of Osteopathic Medicine and a volunteer faculty member of the Pikeville Family
Practice residency program. Wells has been an advocate for not only the well-being of
her patients but has been a leader in the efforts to protect the abused and
disadvantaged children of the area. Wells received the One with Courage Award for her
work with child abuse victims. The governor also presented her with a Legendary Child
Advocacy Center Partner Award for service to the center and the region's children.
RISING EAGLE AWARD
The Rising Eagle Award is given to a recent graduate of the last 10 years who has
demonstrated early career and/or community service achievement.
AUSTIN CASEBOLT (CLASS OF 2016)
Austin Casebolt of Pikeville is a multi-disciplinary artist who lives and works in New York
City. Upon graduation, Casebolt began his art career at Daviess County High School by
entering the classroom. Soon after, he would pursue his Master of Fine Arts at the
prestigious Parsons School of Design in New York City. He has exhibited his work
throughout the nation. Casebolt currently maintains an independent art practice while
managing operations at High Noon Gallery, located on the Lower East Side. Named to
the Board of Trustees of The New School in 2021, he joined the ranks of leaders who
envision and chart a course for the future of the world-renowned design school and
liberal arts college.
EAGLE SPIRIT AWARD
The Eagle Spirit Award is given to exceptionally proud and active Eagle alumni.
Recipients regularly demonstrate Eagle Pride through recruiting potential students,
positively representing MSU, attending MSU events and encouraging active support of
MSU among their peer groups.
CLYDE JAMES (CLASS OF 1965)

Clyde I. James of Morehead is a graduate of Morehead High School and MSU. He has
served Morehead State University loyally for over three decades. During this time,
James held numerous positions as an MSU employee. Even after his retirement, he
continues to be a goodwill ambassador for the University, serving as a member of the
Alumni Board of Directors (19 years) and Executive Committee (7 years), including a
term as president. James has established a scholarship that supports students studying
music in the strings program. He enthusiastically supports students, faculty, staff and
alumni by being a constant in the MSU community.
To learn more about MSU Homecoming 2022 and how we are celebrating 100 years as
a public institution, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming.
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Oct. 10, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU launches new website to improve experience for current, prospective
students
Morehead State University has always emphasized quality regarding academic
experience, student support and the overall college experience. That emphasis on
quality is reflected in the University’s new website.
MSU recently launched an improved website in collaboration with Stamats, a marketing,
web design and branding company based in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The website features
MSU's tagline, "SOAR Higher.” which demonstrates MSU’s commitment to excellence
and how the University prepares students for career success. Distinct features include
video and photos capturing the student experience and the beauty of the campus. The
design accents the University's traditional mission of being a “light to the mountains."
The new website is designed to share the MSU experience and provide increased
functionality and better user experience for prospective and current students, faculty,
staff and alumni.
MSU is launching the website in phases. The first phase launched in September and
includes the most critical web pages for student recruitment, academic programs,
financial aid and essential campus information and resources. The University will
complete the remainder of the website in the coming weeks.
“A University website is often the first impression of your institution to all prospects,”
said Rick Hesterberg, vice president for University Advancement at MSU. “We wanted
our site to have an up-front emotional appeal to pull people in and then deliver the
information they seek through easy navigational tools. Through our strong partnership
with Stamats, we think this site achieves that and more.”
To view MSU's new website, visit www.moreheadstate.edu.

###

Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an
emphasis on the region and beyond. MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic
excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness.

Oct. 10, 2022
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MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Sarah Christine Shay Memorial Scholarship established
The MSU Foundation has established the Sarah Christine Shay Memorial Scholarship
Endowment. This generous endowment, made possible by a planned gift commitment,
will provide scholarship support to aspiring art students.
Created and endowed by Diane Engels, a 1974 graduate of MSU, the scholarship is
named after her niece, Sarah. Diane's sister and Sarah's mother, Dr. Karen Engels
Shay (Class of 1978), was instrumental in helping define the scholarship criteria to
ensure the scholarship is awarded to a student whose passion for art aligns with the
passion that her daughter portrayed as an aspiring artist.
Sarah Christine Shay demonstrated natural artistic ability from the time she was given
her first set of crayons at ten months old, she had a creative love of life and all who
knew her gravitated towards her enthusiastic spirit. Her mother and her father, the late
Phillip Shay (Class of 1977), and her brother Bryan, embraced and encouraged her
creativity, supporting her on her path to majoring in art at MSU and her artistic
endeavors.
In January of 2006, while enrolled in the art program at MSU, Sarah passed away
suddenly at the age of 19. Though her life ended too soon, her family was determined
that her legacy and spirit would continue. Recipients will benefit from Sarah's creative
and artistic inspiration, allowing her legacy and dreams to be fulfilled through the work
of future artists.
"Sarah had a huge imagination and easily applied this in her creativity, whether at play
or work," said Karen Shay. "She was in the gifted and talented program where she
excelled in her true love of art and writing. She soaked up guidance concerning art and
poetry, especially from her paternal grandmother who was an artist herself. This
scholarship is very special to our family and we are happy to be able to honor Sarah
and our family's legacy at MSU."
Once fully funded, the scholarship shall be awarded to junior or senior students
majoring in a program within the Department of Art and Design. Recipients with the

greatest financial need will be given preference. Students from Kentucky will also be
given priority consideration.
Diane Engels, the scholarship benefactor, has been a longtime supporter of MSU and
committed to being a member of MSU's Visionary Society several years ago when she
decided to establish the estate gift in memory of her niece. The special gift will allow her
to honor her love for MSU and her family.
"My four years at MSU were among the best years of my life. I fully embraced every
facet of campus life, and MSU provided an excellent education that enabled me to
succeed in my professional life," said Diane Engels. "As a scholarship recipient myself, I
am aware how important this scholarship honoring Sarah will be for other students to
complete their degree."
Students interested in applying for this scholarship and other privately funded
scholarships managed by the MSU Foundation should visit the online scholarship
application at moreheadstate.awardspring.com. Individuals interested in contributing to
the Sarah Christine Shay Memorial Scholarship may do so online at
https://alumni.moreheadstate.edu/sarahshay.
The Visionary Society recognizes individuals who remember MSU through planned gifts
such as bequests, gift annuities, trusts, life insurance or another planned gift vehicle
and therefore provide for the future far beyond their years. For more information on this
scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU's Office of Alumni Relations and
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit
alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
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Oct. 11, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU Delta Tau Delta establishes scholarship at reunion
Members of the Zeta Zeta Chapter of Delta Tau Delta (DTD) Fraternity at Morehead
State University gathered on the Morehead campus to commemorate the chapter's 50th
anniversary and celebrate their legacy with a new scholarship endowment in
September. Their special reunion event was held September 23-24. After COVID-19
precautions resulted in a delay of the 2020 reunion, approximately 230 active and alum
brothers participated in numerous events throughout the weekend, including a
brotherhood social at the Delta Tau Delta house and a golf scramble. They concluded
the weekend with a reunion banquet at the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC) that
highlighted the current chapter and recognized their strong brotherhood. During the
event, the fraternity announced the progress of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity
Scholarship Endowment.
The scholarship endowment supports active brothers who are full-time MSU students
with a minimum 3.5 GPA and who have been chapter members for at least two
semesters. Recipients are selected by a committee consisting of Zeta Zeta's Director of
Academics, faculty advisor, an alumni donor and a representative from the MSU
Foundation.
"The Zeta Zeta chapter of Delta Tau Delta is thriving, and we were honored to welcome
so many alumni back to campus to celebrate our success over the last 50 years," said
Darrin DeMoss (Class of 1989, 1991), current Zeta Zeta Advisor. "Though our reunion
was delayed due to the pandemic, it was worth the wait."
For more information on this and other events, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at
events@moreheadstate.edu and 606-783-2033

Photo: Some of the founding members of the Zeta Zeta Chapter of Delta Tau Delta
(DTD) Fraternity at Morehead State University gathered for DTD’s 50th reunion and
established a new scholarship endowment.

Photo 2: Current students and alumni of DTD gathered in September to celebrate the
MSU chapter’s 50th anniversary.
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Oct. 12, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU Concert Choir hosts ‘Fall Feast and Concert’ Oct. 13
The Morehead State University Concert Choir is hosting a "Fall Feast and Concert" on
Thursday, Oct. 13, at the First Baptist Church, 123 East Main Street in Morehead. The
dinner will include soup, salad, dessert and beverages. Guests can eat from 5:30-7 p.m.
with the annual Morehead State University Fall Choral Showcase Concert will follow at
7:30 p.m. Tickets for the dinner are $8 and concert admission is free of charge.
The evening concert will feature Concert Choir, Chamber Singers, Vocal Jazz
Ensemble and the Black Gospel Ensemble. The directors of the ensembles are MSU
music professors Dr. Roosevelt Escalante and Dr. Greg Detweiler. Collaborating on the
piano is William Murphy. Assistant Professor of Music Dr. Eric Brown will join the
Concert Choir as a guest soloist.
Using the theme "The Wonders of Creation," Concert Choir will feature music from
Africa and choral sections written by African American composers, songwriters and
arrangers. Pieces included are "Modimo" from South Africa, "Ave Maria" written by
Nathaniel Dett, and "If I Can Help Somebody" written by Alma Bazel Androzzo and
arranged by André Thomas. The choir will also sing "Awake the Harp" from Haydn's
Creation, "All Things Bright and Beautiful" by John Rutter, and the American folksong
"Shenandoah" arranged by James Erb.
Chamber Singers will follow with songs of love, joy and unity. Regarding love, the
ensemble will begin with the lively French chanson "Il est bel et bon" and continue with
the passionate "Vita de la mia vita" by William Hawley and "Agnus Dei" by Thomas
Morley. Kirby Shaw's Irish reel "Celtic Dance" will follow. Eric Whitacre wrote the
concluding piece of the set in a highly successful attempt to bring singers together in
unity in the face of the suffering, isolation and growing division of 2022. The first virtual
performance was where 17,572 singers from 129 countries participated in the choir.
Jazz Vocal Ensemble will continue the concert with "Warm-up #1" by Larry Lapin,
"Parking Lot Blues" arranged by Larry Lapin and "Whirly Bird" arranged by Dave
Barduhn.

The concert will conclude with the Black Gospel Ensemble (BGE). They will sing
"Faithful is Our God" by Hezekiah Walker, "Perfect Praise" by Walt Whitman, "Psalm
24" by Anita Wesley/Cynthia Wesley/Teri Wesley and "Sweepin' Through the City"
arranged by BGE Director Roosevelt Escalante, Jr.
"This dinner concert has been a very popular annual event and we are so happy to be
able to present it again. The Choir members enjoy serving our guests who will soon
become their listeners during the concert," Detweiler said.
The concert proceeds will support the May 2023 international tour by the Concert Choir
and Chamber Singers. Tickets can be purchased from choir members or reserved by
emailing Sarah Jarman at swhite@moreheadstate.edu.
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Oct. 12, 2022
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MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Join us for MSU's Centennial Celebration at Homecoming 2022
This month, Eagle alumni, friends, students, faculty and staff will return to campus to
reconnect at MSU Homecoming 2022.
Homecoming 2022 will celebrate all things MSU through numerous events and activities
held during the week of October 17-22. The celebration will be a special one, as MSU is
also celebrating 100 years as a public institution of higher education. Several
Homecoming events will feature an added historical element as we celebrate this
centennial milestone and look ahead to the next 100 years!
"Homecoming is always a special time at MSU, but celebrating our centennial makes it
all the more exciting," said Rick Hesterberg (Class of 1980), vice president for University
Advancement. “We've had some opportunities to collaborate with Student Activities,
along with Downtown Morehead, to really make this a special occasion for the whole
Morehead community."
MSU HOMECOMING 2022
MONDAY, OCT. 17
Photo Booth, ADUC Prefontaine Pub
Student Spirit Dress-Up Days (post your photos on Instagram and tag @cab_msu) –
Show Your 100K Gold Bling!
MSU Campus Office Decorating Contest Throughout Campus, 3 p.m.
MSU's Centennial Celebration and Time Capsule Opening, 5 p.m., MSU Bell Tower and
ADUC Commons
TUESDAY, OCT. 18

Photo Booth, ADUC Prefontaine Pub
Student Spirit Dress-Up Days – Do the Decades!
Build-a-Beaker Future Eagle Event, 5-7 p.m., Ballroom A, 3rd Floor of ADUC (preregistration required)
Build-a-Beaker Student Event, 7-8 p.m., Prefontaine Pub, ADUC
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19
Photo Booth, ADUC Prefontaine Pub
Student Spirit Dress-Up Days – 100 What?
MSU Trivia Night at the Downtown Entertainment Plaza, 7 p.m., Battson Oates
Common/Main Street
Speed Sketchers, 7-8 p.m., Prefontaine Pub, ADUC
THURSDAY, OCT. 20
Photo Booth, ADUC Prefontaine Pub
Student Spirit Dress-Up Days – Vintage Baby!
Homecoming Parade, 6 p.m., Main Street
Eagle Volleyball vs. Eastern Illinois, 7 p.m., Academic-Athletic Center
Beaker Bash, Immediately After the MSU Volleyball, AAC Front Lobby and Patio
FRIDAY, OCT. 21
Photo Booth, ADUC Prefontaine Pub

Student Spirit Dress-Up Days – Blue and Gold Are My Favorite Colors!
MSU Historical Documentary Showing, 10 a.m., Prefontaine Pub, ADUC
Memorial Brick Ceremony, 11:30 a.m., Memorial Plaza, Little Bell Tower
Homecoming Kickoff Celebration Reception, 5 p.m., Outdoor Plaza, ADUC
Eagle Volleyball vs. Eastern Illinois, 6 p.m., Academic-Athletic Center
Homecoming Awards Ceremony, 7 p.m., Button Auditorium
Downtown Alumni Concert, Friday Evening, Battson Oates Commons/Main Street
SATURDAY, OCT. 22
Rifle Competition, 8 a.m., Button Drill Room, Button Auditorium
Breakfast with Beaker and Bookstore Specials, 9-11 a.m., 1st Floor and MSU Barnes &
Noble College Store, ADUC
Homecoming Tailgating, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Eagle Rally Zone, Jayne Stadium/AAC Parking
Lot
Dedication Ceremony at John Sonny Allen Field, 10 a.m.
Eagle's Landing Tailgate Deck sponsored by the Alumni Association, 11 a.m., AAC
Patio and East Lobby
Eagle Walk, 1:15 p.m., Eagle Rally Zone/Tailgate Area
Eagle Football vs. Valparaiso, 2 p.m., Jayne Stadium
Downtown Alumni Concert, Saturday Evening, Battson Oates Commons/Main Street

For a full schedule of events for MSU Homecoming 2022, to register for events and
purchase a Homecoming 2022 T-shirt, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming.
For additional information on becoming an active alum, contact the Office of Alumni
Relations and Development at 800-783-ALUM (2586), alumni@moreheadstate.edu or
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/alumni.
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Oct. 14, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity gathers to celebrate 50th anniversary, establishes
scholarship
Members of the Psi Beta Chapter of Omega Psi Phi at Morehead State University
gathered to celebrate their 50th anniversary in September.
"The University did an amazing job hosting our brothers on campus for our reunion,"
said event organizer Corey Curry (Class of 1997). "The growth of MSU is so evident
and we were so excited to get back to campus and share our pride in our brotherhood
and MSU."
During the weekend-long celebration held Sept. 16-17, the group reconnected with a
social gathering and a special reunion lunch. At the luncheon, they dedicated the
Omega Psi Phi Meeting room in the Eagle Diversity Education Center. The group
named this space in recognition of a significant scholarship gift provided by their alumni.
Their contribution created the Psi Beta Alumni Association Scholarship Endowment,
which provides scholarships to current MSU students, with priority given to male African
American students.
"Establishing this scholarship and naming this space after our brotherhood made our
founders ‘hippopotamus happy and elephant elated,'" said Omega Psi Phi alum Dr.
Lucien Yates III (Class of 1974 and 1977). "We are appreciative to the University for
their continued support of our organization."
For more information on this and other events, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at
events@moreheadstate.edu and 606-783-2033.
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Oct. 14, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU announces 2022 Homecoming Court
Morehead State University has selected candidates for Homecoming Queen and King.
The crowning ceremony occurs at halftime during the Eagle football game versus
Valparaiso, which starts at 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22.
HOMECOMING QUEEN CANDIDATES
Emma Collins is a senior political science major and psychology minor from
Georgetown. Her parents are Lori Collins and Scott Collins. She is sponsored by the
Student Alumni Ambassadors.
Karina González is a senior double major in biomedical sciences and Spanish from Mt.
Sterling. Her mother is Caralampia Gonzalez. She is sponsored by the Academic
Honors Students Association.
Chisom Iloegbunam is a senior Marketing major from Union. Her parents are Elizabeth
and Victor Iloegbunam. She is sponsored by Chi Omega Sorority.
Ellie Ledford is a senior biomedical sciences major from Mt. Sterling. Her parents are
Jon and Whitley Ledford. She is sponsored by Delta Gamma Sorority.
Hope Keeylen is a senior strategic communications major and dance minor from
Louisville. Her parents are Phyllis and Gregory Keeylen. She is sponsored by Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
Grace Twyford is a senior community support services major and biology minor from
New Palestine, Indiana. Her mother is Erika Twyford. She is sponsored by the Student
Government Association.
HOMECOMING KING CANDIDATES
Kelton Crank is a senior healthcare management major from Pikeville. His mother is
Johnna Stafford. He is sponsored by the Student Government Association.

Caleb Hall is a senior middle grades education math and science major from Louisa.
His parents are Randy Hall and Stacy Mckinster. He is sponsored by Gamma Phi Beta
Sorority and Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity.
Brock McNeil is a senior biomedical sciences major from Ashland. His parents are Brian
and Ginger McNeil. He is sponsored by Delta Tau Delta Fraternity.
Lincoln Rose is a senior biomedical sciences major from Blaine. His parents are Chris
and Carmella Rose. He is sponsored by Chi Omega Sorority.
Matt Tackett is a senior biomedical sciences major and geography minor from Stanville.
His parents are Chris and Connie Tackett. He is sponsored by Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity and Kappa Delta Sorority.
Charlie Whelan is a senior marketing major from Morehead. His parents are Rick and
Rhonda Whelan. He is sponsored by Delta Gamma Sorority.
Students will complete Homecoming court voting online. Voting is open at midnight
Sunday, Oct. 16, and closes at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 18.
To learn more about MSU Homecoming 2022 activities for students, alumni and friends,
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming.
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Georgetown. Her parents are Lori Collins and Scott Collins. She is sponsored by the
Student Alumni Ambassadors.
Karina González is a senior double major in biomedical sciences and Spanish from Mt.
Sterling. Her mother is Caralampia Gonzalez. She is sponsored by the Academic
Honors Students Association.
Chisom Iloegbunam is a senior Marketing major from Union. Her parents are Elizabeth
and Victor Iloegbunam. She is sponsored by Chi Omega Sorority.
Ellie Ledford is a senior biomedical sciences major from Mt. Sterling. Her parents are
Jon and Whitley Ledford. She is sponsored by Delta Gamma Sorority.
Hope Keeylen is a senior strategic communications major and dance minor from
Louisville. Her parents are Phyllis and Gregory Keeylen. She is sponsored by Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
Grace Twyford is a senior community support services major and biology minor from
New Palestine, Indiana. Her mother is Erika Twyford. She is sponsored by the Student
Government Association.
HOMECOMING KING CANDIDATES
Kelton Crank is a senior healthcare management major from Pikeville. His mother is
Johnna Stafford. He is sponsored by the Student Government Association.

Caleb Hall is a senior middle grades education math and science major from Louisa.
His parents are Randy Hall and Stacy Mckinster. He is sponsored by Gamma Phi Beta
Sorority and Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity.
Brock McNeil is a senior biomedical sciences major from Ashland. His parents are Brian
and Ginger McNeil. He is sponsored by Delta Tau Delta Fraternity.
Lincoln Rose is a senior biomedical sciences major from Blaine. His parents are Chris
and Carmella Rose. He is sponsored by Chi Omega Sorority.
Matt Tackett is a senior biomedical sciences major and geography minor from Stanville.
His parents are Chris and Connie Tackett. He is sponsored by Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity and Kappa Delta Sorority.
Charlie Whelan is a senior marketing major from Morehead. His parents are Rick and
Rhonda Whelan. He is sponsored by Delta Gamma Sorority.
Students will complete Homecoming court voting online. Voting is open at midnight
Sunday, Oct. 16, and closes at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 18.
To learn more about MSU Homecoming 2022 activities for students, alumni and friends,
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming.
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NEWS RELEASE
October 20, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

2022 brings multiple milestones for 98-year-old alumna
Homecoming is a special time for many Morehead State alumni. The annual celebration allows
them to reflect on how MSU made a difference in the trajectory of their life. For Bessie "Betty"
Morrison, Oct. 20 will be a special day. She will celebrate her 98th birthday and commemorate
50 years since college graduation.
Born in 1924, Morrison grew up in Columbia, Kentucky. She met her husband, the late Dr. Tom
Morrison, while he was attending nearby Lindsey Wilson College. The couple married when
Betty was only 16 years old. Betty’s mother and father blessed the marriage with only one
stipulation, that Betty continue her education.
After Tom’s graduation from Lindsey Wilson with a two-year degree and Betty’s graduation from
high school, the couple was soon faced with the harsh realities facing many young couples
during the early 1940’s. Tom was drafted to serve in World War II and Betty had to go to work.
Upon Tom’s discharge from the U.S. Army, the couple moved to Bowling Green so Tom could
pursue his bachelor’s degree. And then, they went to Lexington so Tom could continue his
education with a master’s degree. Throughout this time, Betty served as the primary provider for
their family. The couple had two children during this time as well.
Once Tom finished his master’s degree, the family moved to Connecticut. Tom worked at the
University of Connecticut in the agriculture extension field. Their next move was to Raleigh,
North Carolina, where Tom earned his doctoral degree.
From there, the couple found their way back to their home state of Kentucky and landed in
Morehead. Tom began teaching as a professor of economics in 1969. It was then that Betty was
able to focus on her education. Starting college as a non-traditional student in her 40s was
daunting at first, but once she started classes, she found a love for learning. She went on to
complete her bachelor’s degree and two master’s degrees at MSU. It was during the pursuit of
her bachelor’s degree that she began working in the Camden-Carroll Library for Dr. Jack Ellis,
then director of the library. She went on to become an acquisitions librarian, a position she held
for almost two decades.
During a recent interview, Morrison reflected on their time at MSU. “Morehead was a special
place. From the moment we arrived we felt at home. Everyone was so welcoming and friendly. It
was truly a wonderful place to learn and work. I feel blessed to have received my education at

MSU. Beyond that, working in the library under the direction of Dr. Ellis provided me with a very
rewarding career.”
Morrison visited MSU’s campus in 2019. During this time, she visited the memorial brick walk in
the heart of campus. A brick bearing the name of her late husband, Dr. Thomas Morrison,
honors his career at MSU. He retired in 1986 as the chair of the Department of Economics and
passed away on Oct. 20, 2017.
In honor of their time at MSU and the University’s centennial celebration, Mrs. Morrison recently
donated to support student scholarships.
“I was fortunate to be able to receive my education thanks to scholarships,” said Morrison. “I
hope my donation will help current students.”
As MSU celebrates 100 years on Oct. 20, Morrison will celebrate 98 years of life, and she will
also reflect on how her life was enriched thanks to the educational opportunities provided by
MSU 50 years ago.
The MSU Alumni Association encourages all Class of 1972 50-year reunion celebrants to share
their story. A series of alumni highlights will continue throughout the centennial celebration. To
learn more, email alumni@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2033.
Caption: Betty Morrison
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NEWS RELEASE
Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022
------------------EMBARGOED UNTIL SATURDAY, OCT. 22, 8 A.M.-------------------------MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Centennial birthday gift will leave a lasting mark on campus

Morehead State is receiving a special gift from an alumnus to commemorate our 100th
anniversary as a public institution.

Over the last 100 years, MSU has served the region as “a light to the mountains” and launched
thousands of Eagles into flight on the next steps of their journeys. In recognition of this
centennial milestone, philanthropists Ron (Class of 1965) and Diane Cartee have provided a
generous contribution to commission a bronze Eagle statue that will become a new focal point
on campus. This centennial Eagle, featuring a 12-foot wingspan, will represent generations of
Eagles flying home to their nest or taking flight into what’s next.
“I’m thrilled to be able to do this,” said Ron Cartee. “Mascot statues are a fixture across many
campuses, and I’m honored to be able to gift one to MSU in honor of the centennial. I’m a proud
Eagle and I’m so glad that my family is involved with this project.”
The piece will be completed by MSU alumnus and former art faculty member Sam McKinney
(Class of 1973, 1992). McKinney is a world-renowned painter and sculptor whose work is
featured across Eastern Kentucky and beyond. When approached with the initial concept,
McKinney was ecstatic with the idea.
“Morehead State means a lot to me. To get to leave a little piece of myself to the place and
region that did so much for me, I’m honored,” said McKinney.
The special project was announced at the Homecoming reception held Friday, Oct. 21. The
project should be completed within the year and will be officially dedicated at Homecoming
2023.
For more information, contact the Office of Alumni Relations & Development at
alumni@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-2033.

Captions:
•

mckinney-sam-cartee-ron.jpg: Ron Cartee, left, and artist Sam McKinney with the
armature of the eagle statue

•

Eagle Statue Rendering McKinney.pdf: Artist’s rendering of the eagle statue
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Oct. 24, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Russell High School Eagle Scholars visit Morehead State
Eagle Scholar students from Russell High School visited Morehead State University's
campus Thursday, Oct. 20. They had a tour of campus and met with MSU admissions
staff and students.
More than 50 high schools and area technology centers offered MSU Eagle Scholars
classes last fall, with nearly 2,500 high school students participating in the program.
"The Eagle Scholars program allows students to take rigorous college courses during
high school. The classes are the same classes that are offered on the Morehead
campus. They are taught by local teachers through a partnership with Morehead State.
The instructors meet the same high academic standards that are required of MSU
faculty. These courses are challenging and allow students to be exposed to college
coursework and utilize campus services like tutoring and the library," said Dr. Joel Pace,
program director.
Qualifying students are given the opportunity to prepare for the future while attending
high school. In the program, students may enroll in a course taught in their high school
and receive college credit for successful completion. The program allows qualified high
school faculty who meet accreditation standards to teach the University courses.
For more information, email ecp@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2534.
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Oct. 26, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

MSU hosts Metropolitan Opera dramatic soprano Alexandra LoBianco
Morehead State University's Department of Music, Theatre and Dance and MSU
OperaWorks host world-class opera singer Alexandra LoBianco for a three-day
residency, including a guest recital at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 3, at the Duncan Recital
Hall in the Baird Music Building. The recital is free and open to the public.
LoBianco has established herself as a dramatic soprano of unequaled versatility,
musicality, and consistency. An American dramatic soprano, she made her debut with
the Metropolitan Opera in the 2019-20 season as Marianne Leitmetzerin in "Die
Rosenkavalier." She earned rave reviews from the Seattle Times after she "gave an
impassioned performance" as the title role in "Aida" at Seattle Opera. An international
presence, she recently stepped in for an ailing colleague as Leonore in "Fidelio" for her
debut with the Wiener Staatsoper while under contract for the title role in "Turandot."
Subsequent appearances with the Wiener Staatsoper have included performances as
Helmwige in "Die Walküre," as well as the cover of "Brünnhilde" while on tour in Japan.
In 2021, she joined Seattle Opera for two filmed productions, first as Santuzza in
"Cavalleria Rusticana" and then as the title role in "Tosca." In the 2021-22 season,
LoBianco debuted the role of Brünnhilde in a concert performance with the Seattle
Opera, the title role in "Tosca" with the Portland Opera and sang the "Overseer and
Confidante" in "Elektra" at the Metropolitan Opera.
The Buckner and Sally S. Hinkle Endowment for the Humanities is sponsoring LoBianco
in a three-day residency at MSU. At 5 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 1-2, she will
conduct vocal masterclasses for MSU voice majors and guests in the Duncan Recital
Hall in the Baird Music Building. These masterclasses are also free and open to the
public.
The concert is at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 3, at Duncan Recital Hall. It will present
some of the most beautiful and exciting music in the world of opera and art song. A
perspective in storytelling, it will include two of Franz Schubert's earliest and most
dramatic pieces, "Gretchen am Spinnrade" and "Der Erlkönig," followed by Elisabeth's
electrifying aria "Dich teure Halle" from Wagner's "Tannhaüser," two songs by the
French composer Henri Duparc and the beautiful "Depuis le jour" from Charpentier's

"opera "Louise." Songs by American composers Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber and
Sam Gendel will follow. The recital will conclude poignant aria "Ain't it a pretty night,"
from Carlisle Floyd's opera set in the American Smoky Mountains "Susannah."
For more information about music programs in MSU's Department of Music, Theatre
and Dance, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/academics/colleges/humanities/creativearts/music, or contact mtd@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-2473.
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Oct. 26, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Morehead State Public Radio holds fall fundraiser
Morehead State Public Radio (MSPR) will hold its 2022 Fall Fundraiser and
Membership Drive Oct. 31 through Nov. 4. New listeners of MSPR are invited to
become members and current members are asked to renew their fall or yearly
membership during the drive.
“The number of members who support MSPR help to maintain our grant funding from
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB)," said Paul Hitchcock, MSPR general
manager. "Our ability to raise funds and increase our membership are important to meet
criteria in receiving grants to purchase national programming such as All Things
Considered, Morning Edition, The World, and World Café."
The CPB provides Community Service Grants to non-commercial radio and television
stations with significant public service programming to their communities. The grants
help stations expand their work in educational, news, public affairs, or other
programming. Qualified stations must meet criteria for grant funding, including local
fundraising and memberships.
An emphasis on local and regional news continues to be an important function of
MSPR. Equally important is MSPR's commitment to providing hands-on training and
learning opportunities to Morehead State University work-study students year-round.
"An important part of our mission is to provide hands-on student learning opportunities,
award-winning local news, and to preserve this region's cultural heritage with
programming that is educational, informative and entertaining," said Hitchcock.
Financial gifts to Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY) may be made online at
www.wmky.org. Gift and pledge forms are available with payroll deduction as an option
for Morehead State University employees.
Financial gifts to MSPR will support student work studies, programming and operations.
An option is also available on the online form to designate gifts to MSPR's
Enhancement Fund, providing scholarships to qualified students studying at Morehead
State University.

“MSPR's Enhancement Fund was established by a longtime supporter of WMKY.
Listeners can choose to contribute to the MSPR Fund for student work studies and local
programming, or to the MSPR Enhancement Fund for student scholarships,” noted
Hitchcock.
New this fall is a brand new, vintage-style, microphone design, short-sleeve T-shirt for
gifts to MSPR of $60 or more.
“It's been some time since WMKY offered a T-shirt, so we're very excited to make these
shirts available as a thank-you gift for supporting Morehead State Public Radio,"
Hitchcock said.
WMKY serves more than 20 counties throughout Eastern Kentucky from the campus of
Morehead State University. Listeners can enjoy WMKY at 90.3FM, online at
www.wmky.org, by phone app or smart speaker ( just say "play WMKY").
Learn more about Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY) at www.wmky.org, email
Hitchcock at p.hitchc@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2334.
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Oct. 27, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Eagles reconnect and celebrate MSU centennial at Homecoming 2022
Students, alumni, faculty, staff and friends of Morehead State University came together
to celebrate the blue and gold and a special MSU milestone during this year's annual
Homecoming celebration that held a full week of activities.
“Every year, Homecoming is a very special opportunity for the Morehead State
community to come together and celebrate our university and its traditions while
reflecting on the progress we’ve made,” said Allison Caudill (Class of 2005, 2009),
executive director of Alumni Relations and Development. “This year, as we celebrated
100 years as a public institution, we wanted Homecoming week to reflect the
generations of memories made by students, alumni, faculty and staff over the years as
well as the ones still in the making.”
MONDAY, OCT. 17
As part of MSU's Centennial Celebration marking the University's 100th anniversary as
a public higher education institution, there was a special Centennial Celebration and
Time Capsule Opening on Monday, Oct. 17, at the Adron Doran University Center
(ADUC).
TUESDAY, OCT. 18
Future Eagles and members of MSU Athletics Beaker’s Buddies program gathered in
ADUC on Tuesday, October 18 to build their own stuffed Beaker.
THURSDAY, OCT. 20
The MSU Homecoming Parade brought out alumni, students, faculty, staff and the
community as it made its way through Main Street in downtown Morehead on Thursday
evening, Oct. 20.
FRIDAY, OCT. 21
On Friday, Oct. 21, MSU held its Memorial Brick Ceremony to honor faculty and staff
who passed away during the last year at the Memorial Plaza near the Little Bell Tower.

That evening, there was also a Homecoming Kickoff Celebration at the outdoor plaza of
ADUC.
The day's activities concluded with the Homecoming Alumni Awards Presentation at
Button Auditorium, where MSU alumni and friends honored the 2022 Founders Award
for University Service and 2022 Alumni Award recipients. The reception also featured
an announcement that philanthropists Ron (Class of 1965) and Diane Cartee have
provided a generous contribution to commission a bronze Eagle statue that will become
a new focal point on campus. This centennial Eagle, featuring a 12-foot wingspan, will
represent generations of Eagles flying home to their nest or taking flight into what's next.
The piece will be completed by MSU alumnus and former art faculty member Sam
McKinney (Class of 1973, 1992).
SATURDAY, OCT. 22
On Saturday, Eagles packed the athletic complex for a Homecoming tailgate. Later that
afternoon, MSU Eagle Football lost a close shootout with Valparaiso with a final score of
40-35.
During halftime, Karina González, a senior from Mt. Sterling, and Matt Tackett, a senior
from Stanville, were crowned as this year's Homecoming Queen and King. Members of
the Homecoming Court members were Emma Collins (senior, Georgetown), Chiso
Iloegbunam (senior, Union), Ellie Ledford (senior, Mt. Sterling), Hope Keeylen (senior,
Louisville), Grace Twyford (senior, New Palestine, Indiana), Kelton Crank (senior,
Pikeville), Caleb Hall (senior, Louisa), Brock McNeil (senior, Ashland), Lincoln Rose
(senior, Blaine) and Charlie Whelan (senior, Morehead).
To learn more, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming.
View a playlist of videos from Homecoming Week at
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLk2q0CCu6vKEbfyM67klmGlUBjqmru4UF.
View photos from Homecoming Week at https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAcrRp.
We invite you to stay connected through the Alumni Association at
https://alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS:
2022 FOUNDERS AWARD FOR UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Madonna Weathers (Class of 1971, 1972, 1982)
2022 ALUMNI HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Colonel James Bailey (Class of 1971, 1972)

Dr. Brett Wright (Class of 1975, 1976)
RISING EAGLE AWARD WINNER
Austin Casebolt (Class of 2016)
EAGLE SPIRIT AWARD WINNER
Clyde James (Class of 1965)
NOTABLE ALUMNI AWARD WINNERS
Allen Balogh (Class of 1971)
Dr. Aaronda Wells (Class of 1993)
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